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Finally, the classification categories presented in this
paper may be used, if required, as qualifiers to existing
wetland classifications. For instance, Semeniuk (1987)
suggested that a terminology describing vegetation pat-
terns could be used as a tertiary or quaternary qualifier to
the wetland types identified primarily on physical attrib-
utes. If only the overall vegetation pattern of a wetland
needs to be noted as a descriptive qualifier, there may be
no need to list the sequence of structural types, and the
vegetation classification presented in this paper may be
modified to adjectival form, with the substitution of
“form” in the nomenclature by “phytic’. Thus a lake with
periform forest, a sumpland with gradiform heath/
sedgeland, and a dampland with zoniform forest/heath/
sedgeland could be termed periphytic lake, gradiphytic
sumpland and zoniphytic dampland, respectively. In these
cases the emphasis is on the classification of the wetland
type, and the vegetation adjectival qualifier simply aug-
ments the nomenclature of the wetland.
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